Process of “Process”
By Sally A. Roberts

It takes a process to understand the veritable maze of “process” one encounters in the legal system. There are 12 different entries in Black’s Law Dictionary under “Process.”  The first entry is “[t]he proceedings in any action or prosecution (such as ‘due process of law).  The second entry, which is a term which many citizens may be familiar with, is “[a] summons or writ, especially to appear or respond in court. “Service of process” would be serving the writ and summons upon the defendant(s) by a state marshal, who then prepares his “Return” for filing with the Court. This Return will state that the Marshal left a true and attested copy of the Writ, Summons and Complaint in the hands of the particular defendant (or by whatever method service is achieved, according to statute). The original Complaint, with the marshal’s Return with his “doings thereon endorsed,” is then filed with the Court. Such process is also called Judicial Process or Legal Process.
To start the “process,” Connecticut case law has long held that an action is deemed to be commenced on the date service is made on the defendant. Rana v. Ritacco, 236 Conn. 330, 337 (1996). An exception to this rule, however, may be found in the Accidental Failure of Suit Statute, Connecticut General Statutes § 52-593a (a), which provides that a ‘a cause of action or right of action shall not be lost because of the passage of the time limited by law within which the action may be brought, if the process to be served is personally delivered to an officer authorized to serve the process or is personally delivered to the office of any sheriff within the time limited by law, and the process is served, as provided by law, within 15 days of the delivery.’ ”
The term “process” has historical roots going back many centuries. From an 1826 Treatise on Criminal Law, we find this explanation: “Process is so denominated because it proceeds or issues forth in order to bring the defendant into court, to answer the charge preferred against him, and it signifies the writs or judicial means by which he is brought to answer.”
Then there is bailable process, which is a process instructing an officer to take bail after arresting a defendant.  The defendant’s discharge is required by law after the tender of suitable security.
Civil process is that which issues in a civil lawsuit.

Compulsory process is a process, with a warrant to arrest or attach included, that compels a person to appear in court as a witness.

Criminal process is a process (such as an arrest warrant) that issues to compel a person to answer for a crime.

Final process is a process issued at the conclusion of a judicial proceeding; especially, a writ of execution.

Mesne process (pronounced meen) is a process issued between the commencement of a lawsuit and the final judgment or determination. It is also a procedure by which a contumacious defendant is compelled to plead.

Original process is a process issued at the beginning of a judicial proceeding. According to the 1923 Handbook of Common Law Pleading: “Original process is any writ or notice by which a defendant is called upon to appear and answer the plaintiff’s declaration. The commencement of the suit at common law was formerly by original writ. Judicial process was by summons, attachment, arrest and outlawry.”
Summary process is a legal procedure used to resolve a controversy more efficiently and expeditiously than ordinary methods, such as a procedure for repossessing real property from a tenant upon default. 

That is enough for readers to “process” for one day!
